type and medium size leaves. It also has no purple pigmentation on the stems and leaf-joints and only the wing petals are purple. It is resistant to the major diseases and insect pests. It has brown medium size seeds (about 14 g 100 seeds
21
), with a rough seed coat. On the basis of its superior performance and early maturity, it has been recommended for release in Nigeria (Singh et al., 2002) .
'IT93K-693-2' is an F6 selection from a three-way cross IT88D-867-11/IT90K-76//IT89KD-374-57. Of these, IT88D-867-11 is an F6 line derived from the backcross IT84S-2246-4/ TN 5-78//TN 5-78. TN 5-78 is a local variety from Niger Republic. IT90K-76 is a sister line of IT90K-82-2 derived from the backcross B301/IT84S-2246-4//IT84S-2246-4. The other parent, IT89KD-374-57, is an F 6 line derived from the backcross IT87F-1787-3/IT84S-2246-4//IT87F-1787-3. The IT87F-1787-3 is a pure line selection from the local landrace 'Dan Ila' from northern Nigeria. IT93K-693-2 is resistant to Alectra as well as all five strains of Striga reported in West Africa (Singh 2002). Its broad-based resistance has come from a combination of resistance in its parents. IT90K-76 confers complete resistance to S. gesnerioides in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria, but it has only moderate resistance to the strain from Benin Republic. The local variety, Dan Ila is completely resistant to the S. gesnerioides strain from Benin republic. IT93K-693-2 is an extra-early maturing (about 60 d) photo-insensitive and heat tolerant variety with semi-erect growth habit. It has green plants without purple pigmentation. Its flowers have white standard petals and purple wing petals. It has medium size seeds (about 14 g 100 seeds
) with brown color and rough seed coat texture. It has combined resistance to major diseases and insects. This has been used as a parent in crosses for identifying DNA markers for S. gesnerioides resistance (Boukar et al., 2004) . It has purple pigmentation on nodes of stem and leaves as well as on the calyx and pod tips, but the flower is white with a purple line on the back of the standard petal. It has medium size white seeds (about 15 g 100 seeds 21 ) with a rough seed coat. In addition to being resistant to Striga and Alectra, it has combined resistance to major diseases and insects. On the basis of its extra-early maturity and high yield potential, it performs well in the Sahelian region of Niger Republic and as a niche crop in the wheat-rice system of northern India.
'IT97K-499-35' is a sister line of IT97K-205-8 and therefore it has the same pedigree, but it is a medium maturing variety (about 75 d) with semi-erect growth habit. Its pigmentation and flower color are also similar to IT97K-205-8, but it has larger white seeds (about 18 g 100 seeds
). In addition to being resistant to Striga and Alectra, it has combined resistance to major diseases and insect pests. It has been extensively tested in Nigeria and on the basis of its consistent high yield, it has been recommended for release in the northern Guinea Savanna of Nigeria where Septoria, Striga and Alectra are a major problem.
'IT87K-819-118' is an F6 plant derived line from the backcross IT90K-59/IT88D-867-11//IT88D-867-11. IT88D-867-11 is
